
UK ARCHITECTS CHALLENGED TO DESIGN ENERGY EFFICIENT RETROFIT SCHEMES

BRITISH HOMES AWARDS WINNERS ANNOUNCED

FIRST BRITISH HOMES BUILDQUALITY AWARDS PRESENTED

Following the successful legacies of The Barratt Green House (2007 Home for the Future) Crest Nicholson’s Avanti Lifestyle House (2008 Lifestyle Homes) and last year’s Lifetime Home for our ageing population, won by Kosi Architects’ “Sunnyside-up house”, the 2010 Daily Telegraph British Homes Awards, sponsored by VELUX and in partnership with The Gentoo Group and the National Refurbishment Centre, challenged UK’s architects to design innovative energy efficient retrofit solutions for a terrace of four houses in Sunderland.

At last night’s Awards Presentation, RIBA President Ruth Reed announced the five schemes to have been short-listed by the Panel of Judges, chaired by the Immediate Past President of RIBA, Sunand Prasad. The winning design, to be voted by the readers of The Daily Telegraph, will be announced at The RIBA Stirling prize in October. 

The short-listed schemes are:

Napper Architects with the Ethical Partnership with their scheme- re: gen2gether

Syte Architects with The Wrapped Terrace

ST + R with Back Up

Hess Kincaid Leach with Green 4 Life 

Fraher Architects & O-Negative with The Memory House
Announcing the shortlist, RIBA President, Ruth Reed, said: “With the homes that each of us live in accounting for 27% of the carbon we emit, refurbishing the housing stock becomes a top priority. All of the architects shortlisted for this award have already demonstrated design flare in schemes that combine practical solutions and innovative ideas.”

Recognising that the winning design could become a benchmark prototype for how we retrofit our homes to improve their energy efficiency, Kevin Brennan, Head of Sustainability at VELUX, comments: “While improving the energy efficiency of new homes is important, retrofitting our 25 million existing homes in an innovative and cost effective way will hold the key to significantly reducing the UK’s carbon emissions. However, we will only make homes truly sustainable if we are able to balance the need for reducing energy consumption with the need to ensure the comfort, health and wellbeing of the occupants.”
Stuart Hutchinson, Head of Design and Technical at Gentoo, said: “This competition provides an excellent opportunity to help the industry come up with a replicable solution to retrofitting common housing stock. The designs submitted have been fantastic and we intend to work in partnership with the winning architects to develop a solution that fits.” 

Winners of the ten design categories included The VELUX Carbonlight Home, which picked up the Innovation Award for Building Technology and Barratt Developments for Hanham Hall, awarded Housing Project of the Year. Both schemes are designed by HTA Architects.

Complementing the design categories and recognising build quality in construction, The British Homes BuildQuality Awards, sponsored by leading new home warranty provider Premier Guarantee, promote those completed schemes that best achieve the creative aspirations of the architect. First time winners included Barratt Bristol, with The Zone, Bristol winning the Multi-Storey Award and Persimmon Homes whose Wyncliffe Gardens, Cardiff was judged Large Development of the Year.

Complementing the design categories and recognising build quality in construction, The British Homes BuildQuality Awards, sponsored by leading new home warranty provider Premier Guarantee, promote
Other major announcements were Homebuilder of the Year- Barratt Developments (with award winning Hanham Hall and The Zone) and Architect of the Year - HTA Architects (Hanham Hall and the VELUX Carbonlight Home). 

Rt. Hon. Margaret Beckett MP Minister for Housing and Planning

ENDS

Contacts

Awards Organiser, Mike Gazzard: 01483 225221 / mg@britishhomesawards.com
BRE, Anna Scothern: 01923 664775 / scotherna@bre.co.uk
VELUX, Louise Marshall: 020 7427 1400 / l.marshall@wriglesworth.com
Gentoo, Sarah Todd: 0191 525 5000 / sarah.todd@gentoogroup.com .

Premier Guarantee, Jacki Goodman: 0151 650 4343 / jacki.goodman@mdinsurance.co.uk
Notes to Editors

Visit www.britishhomesawards.com for information on the Awards. The design brief for the retrofit design competition can be downloaded at www.britishhomesawards.com/designbrief.asp
BRE
BRE is a research and consultancy organisation, which has maintained a specialism in housing issues since its formation over 80 years ago. Through its developing Innovation Park and The Barratt Green House House, BRE and its partners have been helping to shape a future vision for housing.

VELUX
VELUX supports architecture that promotes natural daylight and ventilation, incorporating design solutions that future- proof the building’s use, and make every effort to reduce energy consumption. A natural evolution for VELUX was a move into the renewable technology sector with the launch of its WRAS approved Solar Hot Water System. The VELUX Solar Hot Water System combines VELUX’s flair for exceptional roof products with energy produced by the sun to create an integrated water-heating system that is ideal for new and existing properties.

The Gentoo Group
Gentoo is a people and property business that aims to provide holistic solutions for a range of customers.  United by one common dream, the Group aim to improve the art of living beyond imagination.  

Ambitious growth plans are seeing the Group working in 27 local authority areas on small scale consultancy through to larger maintenance and construction work.  Its social investment arm has received national recognition for a range of work-based learning initiatives and its RSL’s focus on customer service means over 4,000 customers are now actively involved.

A tough economic climate sees Gentoo challenging existing norms and applying innovation and creativity to ensure it has a positive effect on the way people and communities live, develop and improve.
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